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FRIENDS OF LAKE SAMMAMISH STATE PARK

Supporting, Promoting & Enhancing 
Lake Sammamish State Park



Mission
Friends of Lake Sammamish State Park (FLSSP) is a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
organization dedicated to supporting, enhancing and promoting Lake 
Sammamish State Park. The organization was founded in 2013 by citizens 
interested in preserving, restoring and improving this natural treasure.

Vision
We will create a park for the 21st Century that will be an innovative model  
for the State’s diverse system of recreational, cultural, historical, and  
natural sites. Lake Sammamish State Park will be Washington’s signature  
park for protecting and celebrating urban natural areas, showcasing  
regionally significant wetlands and wildlife habitat, while enriching the 
lives of visitors and providing a valued legacy to future generations.

Letter from the President
Dear Friend, 

Our little non-profit makes a BIG difference. Our special events and improved amenities continue to attract  thousands 
of visitors annually and bolsters the economic vitality of the Eastside.

In 2018 we expanded our focus on habitat restoration, recognizing that the preservation of the wetlands and salmon-
spawning Issaquah Creek need our help to remove non-native plants. Our volunteers have put in hundreds of hours. 
The desire to help is so great that FLSSP is now coordinating monthly restoration work parties.

 While changes to the park have been significant, there is more to come. The boating and fishing dock, long held up in 
the permitting process, is next on the list. LSSP is already in the process of remodeling its front office and restroom 
to better serve the public. Be sure to visit and browse at the new gift shop!  

State Park planners are currently working on an update to the Master Plan for Lake Sammamish State Park, using 
$200,000 in funds applied for by FLSSP. State Parks has asked for 2019 funding to improve the Sunset Beach parking 
area, to be done in conjunction with upgrades to the picnic area and three new picnic shelters. 

Thanks to YOU, our supporters, partners, volunteers and visitors. You make our park so vibrant and diverse.   

Sincerely, 

Debbie Berto, President

Supporting, Promoting and Enhancing 
Lake Sammamish State Park for our 
Entire Community
What We Do
Friends of Lake Sammamish State Park advocates for capital  
improvements, communicates about activities and amenities, supports 
habitat restoration and brings visitors to the park year round for special 
events and programming. In 2016, the group raised over $1,000,000  
for the all-access playground which opened in the fall of 2016. 

FLSSP works to make Lake Sammamish State Park a better place - a 
place that is accessed by more people each year, a place where young 
people can learn about nature and conservation and a welcoming 
outdoor refuge for all of our families and communities.

“Lake Sammamish State Park is an amazing wild 
place right at our doorsteps. I frequent the park 
to walk, enjoy the natural beauty of the Pacific 
Northwest and to picnic with friends. FLSSP has 
done so much to improve the park for our entire 
community over the past five years.”

- Park User



Financial Overview
Support & Revenue $99,760

Event income $39,661  • 40%
Grants $39,625  • 40%
Direct Public Support $20,458  • 20%
Other  $16
Transfer to WA St. Parks for Improvements  $5,000

Expenses $90,715

Salaries/Contract Services $52,836  • 58%
Events $19,085  • 25%
Operations $7,740  •  9%
Travel/Meetings $16,60  •  2%
Other $2,921  •  4%
Program Expense $1,440  •  2% 

Unexpended Balance $9,045

Brought more than 6,000 visitors to the park for special 

events and programs

Requested and received $200,000 from the state 

legislature for an update to the LSSP Master Plan

Assisted state park planners with a public forum 

regarding proposals for Master Plan revisions 

Promoted all public events in the park including AVP 

Beach volleyball, Fishing Derby, Great Inflatable Race, NW 

Padding Festival, Junior Ranger Programs and more

Partnered with Holi Festival of Colors

Sponsored the beer gardens at the AVP beach  

volleyball event

Offered two special needs playdates with physical 

therapists at the all-access playground.

Worked  with individuals and corporate teams on habitat 

restoration and invasive species removal

Partnered with 50+ local businesses on marketing 

and vendor opportunities, extending economic vitality 

throughout the Eastside

Introduced “Walk & Talk” programs on salmon habitat 

and creekside restoration

Launched a new user-friendly website

Added an Advisory Group to work alongside the board 

of directors

Developed a recycled art project of a salmon, currently 

on display at the Issaquah Chamber of Commerce

Introduced a new winter event, “Light Up the Night”

Donated to the remodeling of the LSSP front office and 

restroom
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Spotlight on Special Events
Special events bring diverse communities into the 
park to have fun and celebrate the outdoors. In 
2018 FLSSP signature events included Walk n’ Wag, 
Parkadilly and Camp S’more. Parkadilly brought 
more than 4,000 people into the park for live 
entertainment, arts and crafts, food, games, kid-
centric activities. Camp S’more, our popular family 
camp out, is designed to introduce first time campers 
to not only camping but to outdoor activities such 
as kayaking, fishing and canoeing. Special events 
provide a diverse range of recreational experiences 
to a wide variety of people and enhance the quality 
of life for local residents and visitors alike.

Spotlight on Habitat Resoration
FLSSP works collaboratively with Washington 
State Parks, the City of Issaquah and Mountains 
to Sound Greenway to host, facilitate and support 
habitat restoration in the park. In 2018, the group 
mobilized hundreds of volunteers and restored 5 
acres of wetlands so vital to the health and beauty 
of the park. Removal of invasive species is critical 
to healthy salmon runs as native vegetation 
provides shade, clean water and habitat for both 
fish and wildlife.

Lake Sammamish State Park Colleagues

John Ernster, Cascades Foothills Area Manager
Suzanne Kagen, Senior Program Specialist
Tor Bjorklund, Assistant Area Manager

Officers and Board of 
Trustees 2018

Debbie Berto, President
John Sherwin, Past President
David Bush, President Elect
Chris Kovac, Vice President
Norah Carse, Secretary
Richard Benson, Treasurer
David Bush
Jim Berry
Debbie Berto
Angie Feser
Kit Ledbetter
Jane Ann Pighin
Peter Walters
Bill Way

Staff 
 
Jennifer Adut, Executive Director
Jessica Kelly, Operations Manager

FLSSP Advisory Group 
 
Kelly Donahue
David Kappler
Jim Mackey
Connie Marsh
Kathy McCory
Dora Rajikhowa
Ruben Nieto
Dave Winter

6,000
Brought in more than

addit ional v is itors

FLSSP By The 
Numbers

40
5Hosted Signature events;

promoted more than
events in the park 100%

Helped increase park gate 
receipts by almost

Completed more 
than 5 acres of 

habitat restoration 
in partnership with 
Mountains to Sound 
Greenway Trust and 
the City of Issaquah

1,400
who logged more than

hours!

165
Engaged more than

volunteers,



FLSSP Goals
Valued Legacy
Lake Sammamish State Park will draw a large clientele of individuals, families and groups through 
the creation of a park that models and demonstrates sustainability and natural area restoration.

Recreation
The park will provide a wide diversity of recreational experiences ranging from quiet and contem-
plative to highly interactive and organized.

Education
Park development and operation will have passive and organized active learning components  
focused on the theme of preserving wildlife and the natural state of the land by reducing human 
impacts, celebrating the park’s history, and restoring areas that have been degraded.

Access
The park will welcome and be accessible to people of all means to enjoy and enrich their lives.

Economics
Park development and operation will create a dependable income stream including earned revenue, 
outside grant funding, and private donations that contribute to the park’s vision.

Restoration/Stewardship
Natural areas - restored and enhanced to their optimal state - will interweave with developed 
areas to create passive and active opportunities for learning and enjoyment. The park will benefit 
from community partnerships to help protect and enhance its natural areas and wildlife habitat.

Sustainability
Park development and operation will foster an exemplary architectural and landscape legacy, 
demonstrating leading edge sustainable design and deep respect for the natural environment.

Community
The park will enhance the quality of life for regional visitors and park neighbors, providing high- 
quality recreation opportunities and natural areas while exceeding local and regional planning goals 
and regulations.

FLSSP Partners
4Culture
Outdoors for All
Eastside Audubon
Trout Unlimited
Issaquah Alps Trails Club
Downtown Issaquah Association
Issaquah Paddle Sports
Kayak Academy
Washington State Parks
City of Sammamish
City of Issaquah
Friends of Issaquah Salmon Hatchery
Urban Wildlife Refuge Partnership
Mountains to Sound Greenway
Kiwanis Club of Issaquah
artEast
Snoqualmie Tribe
YMCA of Sammamish
Visit Bellevue
Issaquah Chamber of Commerce
Washington State Park Foundation
Lake Sammamish Yacht Club



Delight in the beauty that surrounds you.

Donors

Thank you to all of our sponsors and donors.
A special thank you to the City of Issaquah and the City of Sammamish for their generous support.

www.lakesammamishfriends.org

Jennifer Adut
Marta Arensberg
James Austin
Richard Batura
Marilyn Batura
Rich Benson
Jim Berry
Debbie Berto
Douglas and Lori Birrell
Brad Book
Margie & Mike Broderick
David Bush
Fred Butler
Lynn Callantine
Norah Carse
Bryan Corliss
Harry Dingwall
Jim Erckmann
Janet Farness
Jean Fitzgerald
John Gunn
Yingxin Guo
Hebner, Patricia
Jay Higgins
Angela Houde
Cynthia Howe

Mark Jancola
Jayme Jonas
David Kappler
Paul Kent
Kate Lampi
Kit & Pamela Ledbetter
Denise McCollum 
Melvin Morgan
Ruben Nieto
Jane Ann Pighin
Dora Rajkhowa
John Sherwin
Vimla Sriram
Martin and Ann Steiglitz
Jennifer Stevens
Barbara Stevenson
Suzanne Suther
Elizabeth Thomson
Louise Tolle
Margaret Ullman-Hess
Janet Wall
Bill and Nancy Way
Jeff Welsh
Robert and Frances Wlezein
Stanton Wood

$500 - $999
Banner Bank
Dudley Smiles
Recology

$250 - $499
All the Best Pet Care
Costco
Developing Minds
Issaquah Fitness
Karate West
Kayak Academy  
 
Mosaic Children’s Therapy 
QFC/Kroger  
Save Lake Sammamish
Sammamish YMCA  
Springfree Trampoline 
Town & Country Markets 
VOYA Financial Services 
Usborne Book

Sponsors
$5,0000 +
City of Issaquah
City of Sammamish
City of Issaquah Arts Commission
Virginia Mason Medical Center Issaquah

$2,500 - $4,999
4Culture 
Bright Horizons at the Highlands
The Grange Supply

$1,000 - $2,499
Alpine Animal Hospital
Ben & Jerry’s Eastside
Eastridge Christian Church
Hilton Garden Inn
Heritage Bank
Kiwanis Club of Issaquah
Lakeside Industries
Microsoft
PCC Markets
Seattle Adventure Sports
Town & Country Markets
Sound Publishing


